
RESOLUTION NUMBER 152 

TO HIRE RETIRED POLICE OFFICER FOR PART TIME TRAFFIC OFFICERS 

 

WHEREAS, for many years the residents in North St. Louis have been frightened to drive Natural Bridge, 

West Florissant, North Grand, and Kingshighway Memorial Boulevard because of the traffic accidents and the 

multitude of fatalities resulting from speeding cars hitting pedestrians; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis failed to properly address this speeding issue in North St. Louis and now the 

residents across the City of St. Louis are terrified to drive on many of our Streets across the City. Many 

Aldermen, Alderwomen, the Police and Citizen Service Bureau report receiving daily complaints regarding 

traffic offenses such as drag racing, excessive speeding, running stop signs, running red lights, and going down 

one way streets the wrong way; and 

 

WHEREAS, currently , the City is experiencing a  pandemic of people who flagrantly violate traffic 

laws.  They purposefully run both stop signs and traffic lights and drive at high speeds on both residential, 

secondary, and major streets.  These traffic violations are resulting in loss of life for pedestrians and those in 

vehicles and property damage.   In order to slow down the speeding and other violations, Alderpersons have 

been forced to spend a vast amount St. Louis Works funds on speed humps and other traffic calming devices 

such as closing streets: and 

 

WHEREAS, with the shortage of Police especially Traffic Police Officers the traffic offenders do not see 

Traffic Officers on the streets of St. Louis and don’t seem to face any real consequence.  Not even a traffic 

ticket.  This emboldens them to more egregiously violate the traffic laws endangering the safety of our Citizens; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, In March of 2020, the sponsor of this resolution came up with the idea of hiring retired St. Louis 

City Police Officers on a part time basis as Traffic  Officers.  Speaking to then Personnel Director Richard 

Frank, then Police Chief/Commander John Hayden, some retired Police Officers who live in the 1st Ward and 

several Alderpersons regarding this idea and all seemed supportive of the idea: and 

 

WHEREAS, upon further investigation of the potential for the City hiring retired Police to help add to the 

number of Police Officers who could work in the Traffic Division on a part time basis. The sponsor discovered 

that an impediment to such a possibility might be the requirements of the police retirement system that may 

have rules that prevent a retired officer from collecting his or her full benefits under the plan while working part 

time for up to 20 hours as a police Officer in the Traffic Division; and 

 

WHEREAS, if there are impediments to allowing retired police to work part time up-to 20 hours a week as a 

Police Officers in the Traffic Division, then the Board of Aldermen’s Public Safety Committee should convene 

a meeting with the representatives of the Police Retirement System, the Police and the Personnel Department to 

inquire if there is a way to modify any impediments to allow retired police officers to work part time as traffic 

officers. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as traffic safety is a most pressing issue in the City of St. Louis, 

that the Public Safety Committee of this Honorable Board of Aldermen convene to meet with, representatives of 

Police Retirement System, the Police, and Personnel to inquire if there is a way to modify any requirements of 

the Police Retirement System, State Law requirements, or any other impediments so as to allow retired police 

officers to work part time as police in the Traffic Division. Thus, allowing the City Police to start hiring retired 

police officers for part time traffic officers so as to increase traffic officers presence on the Streets of St. Louis. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that after the meeting(s) the Public Safety report back to the full Board as to 

the outcome of the meeting. 

 



Introduced this 9th Day of December, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward 

 

 

Adopted this 9th  day of December, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Megan Green    

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 


